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September at Coop

Nick Fagan | Labor and Its Large Souls
September 4, 2021 - September 25, 2021

DATE CORRECTION: Opening Saturday, September 4 from 3–6 p.m.

Join us at the gallery on Saturday, September 4 from 3-6

p.m. as we open Labor and Its Large Souls, an exhibition by

Nick Fagan.

Nick Fagan transforms moving blankets into moving works of art, reminding us
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Nick Fagan transforms moving blankets into moving works of art, reminding us
of their protective history, enveloping precious family items in a moment of
change. 

From the artist’s statement: 

“I became fascinated with moving blankets, because they show the wear and
tear of labor and the history of their use. They are something that we use as an
assist, a thing that protects and holds but is then put away; never the main
object or the important object. Never in the forefront; leftover; only having a
utilitarian purpose; forgotten. . .  When moving, the blankets always touch so
many things that hold so much family history to the customer. The blanket
envelops these precious objects and gains a charge, similar to Joseph Beuys’
idea of charging objects. There is a power and charge when you see the
moving blanket transformed into a tapestry, this fabric that has a history of
protecting and porting things now becoming spiritual and large.”

See you on Saturday, September 4th. 

NADB

Join us on Wednesday, September 1 at 8 p.m. to share a beverage and hear
September gallery artist, Nick Fagan, and COOP member, Quintin Watkins,

share about their work. Weather permitting, presentations will be outside in the
front lawn of COOP / The Packeting Plant. Grab a chair, a beverage, and a

friend for this aesthetic event!

https://nick-fagan-studio.com/
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Thank you to our August exhibition artist, Kellie Bornhoft.

Kellie Bornhoft uses sculpture, installation and video to explore the stories and
realities of an ever-warming planet. Boundless Sediments is a two-channel video
installation that uses poetry, ephemeral performance and animation to reimagine

our human relationship with the earth. 

August's exhibition featured Kellie Bornhoff's Boundless Sediments, a two-
channel video installation that uses poetry, ephemeral performance and
animation to reimagine our human relationship with the earth. 

http://www.kelliebornhoft.com/
https://www.coopgallery.org/
https://www.coopgallery.org/


9/26/21, 7:47 AMSeptember: Nick Fagan Opens (date corrections!!) + Member Spotlight: Virginia Griswold

Page 4 of 7https://mailchi.mp/cb328111eb97/september-newsletter-13399417

From the artist’s statement: 
"Boundless Sediments centers on the moving-shaking animacy of our planet.
Rocks, although seemingly unchangeable, have become reactionary. Which
should come as no surprise as we extract from fossil fuels which hold the
energy of millennia of once-living beings. Colonial logics of measuring and
marking ground are the dangerous acts that led to our planetary crisis. What we
assume to be static resource, is active and pushes back.

I am interested in the way that the earth moves in refusal: earthquakes after
fracking, or landslides after wildfires. The the ground shakes and shifts beyond
human drawn borders."

The exhibition was recommended by Joe Nolan at the Nashville Scene:
Joe Nolan, "Crawl Space: August 2021," Nashville Scene, August 5, 2021

Thank you to Kellie Bornhoff and to COOP Gallery host member, Quintin
Watkins, for this intriguing exhibition.

Spotlight: Virginia Griswold

It is a joy to feature one of COOP Gallery's distinguished artists: Virginia
Griswold.

https://www.nashvillescene.com/arts_culture/visualart/crawl-space-august-2021/article_63b9c4a8-f48e-11eb-83a1-cfe7521530bf.html
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Virginia Griswold is an artist based in Nashville, TN.
She received an MFA in Sculpture/Dimensional Studies
from Alfred University and BFA in Craft/Material Studies
from Virginia Commonwealth University. Notable
exhibitions include Current, White Space
Gallery, Edinburgh, Scotland (2021), Spectrum, Stay
Home Gallery and Residency, Paris, TN (2021), Party
Bus, Good Children Gallery, New Orleans, LA
(2021), Skinny Dip, SOIL Gallery, Seattle, WA
(2020), Ugly Clay, Elephant Gallery, Nashville, TN
(2018), Honeycrisp, The Neon Heater, Findlay, OH

(2017), and the Atlanta Biennial, Atlanta Contemporary
(2016). Her solo exhibition Building Bodies, opened at
the Appalachian Center for Craft in Smithville, TN in
2018.
 
She is currently an Associate Professor of Sculpture at
Austin Peay State University. 

From Virginia: A sewing needle pierces through
threads, creating holes and separating material. This
activity straddles the line between construction and
deconstruction. The pulling apart and separation of
threads is necessary in the creation of new forms.
 
My work incorporates and appropriates objects and
artifacts. I remain attentive to the gap between the
previous existence of an object or material versus how
it exists presently, often posing the question of what it
could become.
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My practice presents itself as a series of cyclical
conflicts; a push/pull between certainty and ambiguity -
making and unmaking – movement and stasis. In the
studio I find myself questioning relationships between
interior and exterior, the relativity of inside and out.

See more of Virginia's work on her
website: www.virginiagriswold.com

Upcoming Events

September 1: NADB at the Packing Plant, 8 p.m.

September 4: Nick Fagan opening + reception, hosted by Yanira Vissepo, 3–6 p.m.

October 2: Margaret Hull opening + reception, hosted by Ellen Dempsey

October 6: NADB at the Packing Plant

November 3: NADB at the Packing Plant

November 6: Adam Sings in the Timber opening + reception, hosted by Tina Gionis

December 1: NADB at the Packing Plant

December 4: Johanna Winters opening + reception, hosted by Patrick Vincent 
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